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January 25, 2007 by Lloyd 15 Comments 
We have three “Access periods” each week, because good middle schools have things like that. It’s in all the literature. Our access groups are students selected at random from 6th-8th grade. Once you have someone in your access group they stay with you until they enter high school. We don’t know what happens to them after that. So we’re pretty much stuck with the kids that we get unless you can convince another teacher to trade with you.

I have the best access group. It was a little experiment in self-fulfilling prophesy. When we first started doing these groups I told mine that they were the best access group. We fed off the fact that we happened to win the first inter-access group contest, and now they are the easiest group of middle students to work with ever. The 8th graders make the 7th graders tow the line and 6th graders are all terrified of me.



This week we’re talking about bullying, and to introduce it we showed The Karate Kid to the rugrats*. It works well for an introduction, and when we first did this 2 years ago I made up a Karate Kid “talking points” cheat sheet for our teachers to use to lead the discussions. It’s an interesting movie to use, because it’s got the swears, drinking, smoking, fighting and racism in it, but it’s incorporated in a way that makes it easy to turn each one of those into a useful discussion. I think next time we show it I’ll include all of the swears in my introduction so the students aren’t shocked when they hear them in the movie.

We tried something new this time. We took a long sheet of paper from the art teacher and combined the two 12×12 screens into one huge 12×24 screen and showed it in letterbox. It worked surprisingly well. 

*I said “rugrats” because I knew Annette would jump all over me in the comments if I said “kids”.
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				Beth says			


			January 26, 2007 at 7:01 am
		

		
			
			*SIGH*  I’m sorry I can’t be there to offer a little “best group” competition…because while I really disliked access groups, I also managed to mold mine into a worthy lot.

Oh, and cool idea making a big screen.  You should have taken a picture.

		


		Reply

		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Lloyd says			


			January 26, 2007 at 7:33 am
		

		
			
			Yes, your group was our only worthy competition. As for a picture; HA! like I ever get to use the new camera.

		


		Reply

		
	
	



	
	

		
		
			
				Brad says			


			January 26, 2007 at 7:46 am
		

		
			
			Do you also teach them karate in access group?  You should show them other Kung Fu movies as well.  Then you could have competitions to the death between access groups.  That would be cool!

		


		Reply

		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Beth says			


			January 26, 2007 at 8:27 am
		

		
			
			Especially if you could pick to competitors…  heh.

		


		Reply

		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				Lloyd says			


			January 26, 2007 at 1:51 pm
		

		
			
			The karate instructor of one of our 6th graders came in to give a demonstration last year, and the 6th grade teachers said it was terrible. How bad a presenter do you have to be if you can’t hold 6th grader’s attention with karate?

		


		Reply

		
	
	



	
	

		
		
			
				Peggy says			


			January 26, 2007 at 9:28 am
		

		
			
			Why are the poor,unjaded 6th graders terrified of you? Are the rugrat child safety laws different in Nebraska then the rest of the country?

		


		Reply

		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Lloyd says			


			January 26, 2007 at 1:49 pm
		

		
			
			Well, it’s mostly because I like to lean out my window and scream at them to be quiet as they go back and forth beneath it to classes.  The 7th graders really like it when I scream at the 6th graders too. I think it’s the peer pressure that really makes me do it.

Child Safety Laws are really a coastal idea. We still let kids work around dangerous machinery and play on dangerous playground equipment here.

		


		Reply

		
	
	



	
	

		
		
			
				Annette says			


			January 26, 2007 at 9:43 am
		

		
			
			You honor me with your careful choice of words.  I am happy to know that I leave a legacy of such wisdom.  Apparently I am doing a much better job with you that three other boys I am related to!

		


		Reply

		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Beth says			


			January 26, 2007 at 10:52 am
		

		
			
			Wha?  You’re related to Lloyd?  How on earth did that happen???

		


		Reply

		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Lauren says			


			January 26, 2007 at 1:58 pm
		

		
			
			Annette is Lloyd’s back-up wife.

		


		Reply

		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Beth says			


			January 26, 2007 at 2:27 pm
		

		
			
			Right.  Of course.  And is Brad (with his newly showcased salad making skills) Lloyd’s back-up back-up?

		


		Reply

		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				Lauren says			


			January 26, 2007 at 5:14 pm
		

		
			
			Oh, yes.  Lloyd is crushed that Uma Thurman is just his THIRD back-up wife, but she really has no marketable skills.

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				Lloyd says			


			January 26, 2007 at 8:10 pm
		

		
			
			As if Umalicious isn’t a marketable skill.

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				Brad says			


			January 27, 2007 at 6:45 am
		

		
			
			Uma goodness!

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				Peggy says			


			January 27, 2007 at 9:12 am
		

		
			
			Soooooooo clever Brad, so clever!!!!!!!!!
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Recent Comments

	Brady D Gurganious March 17, 2024 at 5:40 pm on The Coat StoryI had the same thought! John Harlan I believe . . . 

	Lisa March 15, 2024 at 9:57 pm on Smallpox scarI do have the scar. I was born in the early 60's and can tell you that Smallpox was eradicated[more]

	Brad March 15, 2024 at 4:50 pm on The Coat StoryAck. I hope everything turns out ok. In other news, I've caught up with your recent postings, so you can[more]

	Brad March 15, 2024 at 4:47 pm on Adequate Photo PhixingI just spent a lot of time looking for a "PH" word to start your post title with. I didn't[more]

	Brad March 15, 2024 at 4:41 pm on Raspberry Rolls. AKA: I’m not paying a dollar for that cherry rosette anymore.Reading that recipe makes me tired. I think I would pay Super Saver for the rosette. 
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Brad Quote


There IS no substitute teacher for Brad Royuk.



Copyright © 2024 · Genesis Sample on Genesis Framework · WordPress · Log in

	
	












